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From the Bench

Greetings to friends and neighbors of the Chester-Shade Historical Association. The
year 2010 has gone so fast. I enjoyed the job as President during 2010, and also
meeting different people from the community and in the county. Thank you for your
support and for the support to the historical association. I also have to give thanks to
the board of trustees for their help and guidance this past year.

The year 2011 is coming with many challenges. We have the Ohio Chautauqua
which will be held July 12-16. Also on Saturday the 16th we will have Chester Shade
Days with many other activities throughout the day, including the Ohio State
Harmonica Contest.

We will need several volunteers for the Chautauqua and Chester Shade Days.
Anyone who would like to help, please call the Chester Courthouse (740-985-9822) or
Jerry Frederick (740-985-3495).

The annual benefit dinner and auction will be at the Meigs High School Cafeteria on
April 1st. The dinner is at 6:30 p.m., followed by the auction. We look forward to
seeing you.

The Genealogy Fair will be Sept. 24 in the Chester Academy Genealogy Library.
Feel free to stop at the Courthouse or Academy anytime you are in Chester, Ohio.

Sincerely,
Jerry Frederick, CSHA President
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ANNUAL BENEFIT DINNER AND AUCTION

See flyer on another page

CHILDREN’S TEA PARTY

The annual children’s tea party will be Saturday April 30,
2010 from 1 – 3 p.m. Children will make a craft, wrap the
Maypole and enjoy a tea party. The menu will include finger
sandwiches, cookies, scones, mini-cup cakes, tea and
lemonade.

The party is for children 12 and under. Children may
choose to “dress up” or wear casual clothing. There will be a
limit of 28 children. Each child must be accompanied by an
adult.

There will be a $3 charge for children to partially cover the
cost of the craft and food and a $2 fee for adults who eat.

Reservations should be made before April 23
rd

by emailing
kayefick@windstream.net or Chester Courthouse at:
chestercourthouse@windstream.net.

ANNUAL YARD SALE

As you get the Spring cleaning and organizing bug this
year, and wonder what you are going to do with your
accumulated “stuff”, please consider donating any good
useable items for our annual yard sale. Items should be clean
and electrical items should be in working condition. Some
suggested donations: children’s toys and clothes, dishes,
furniture, tools, appliances, books, plants, baked goods, linens,
kitchenware, lamps, crafts, crafting materials, etc. To donate
items call the courthouse (740-985-9822) or Linda Blosser @
740-985-4821. The yard sale is tentatively planned for
Thursday May 5th through Saturday May 7

th
. The place is at

the Chester Courthouse.
The proceeds from the yard sale go toward the utilities and

maintenance costs for the Chester Courthouse and the
Chester Academy. Since there are now 2 buildings to
heat/cool, insure, and maintain the annual expenses have
almost doubled.

CHAUTUAQUA

(See pagse 5 and 6)

GENEALOGY FAIR

This year the Genealogy Fair will be Sept. 24, the last
Saturday in September. This is a new date. In the past we
have had the meetings in October. The time will be from 9
a.m. to 4 p.m. and the fair will be held in the top floor of the
newly renovated Chester Academy.

Researchers who are unable to navigate the stairs can go
to the readily accessible 2

nd
floor and volunteers will bring

material down to them. There is also a restroom on that level.
We now have hundreds of new research materials and also

old records from the Pomeroy Court House.
Food will be served all day in the basement kitchen.

MUSEUM

In keeping with the theme of The Chautauqua, the
Museum displays will feature displays with a “Civil War 150”
theme. Military uniforms and memorabilia from other wars
that the United States has been active in will also be on
display. People seem to have forgotten, and many of our
young people have learned little about these conflicts. Every
war has been fought to protect our freedom. We are not
celebrating these wars. It is hoped that by seeing
memorabilia of local residents who fought in various battles
people will be able to understand that the wars touched
everyon. from the Civil War through to the present. The men
and women of Meigs County have played significant roles in
protecting our country.

Do you or someone in you family have memorabilia you
would be willing to loan for display at the Chester
Courthouse? Items are being collected now through April.
Information about the items or the person that wore or used
the items help make displays more interesting. All items will
be displayed in locked showcases plus the Courthouse has a
security system. Contact Mary Powell (992-2622), Linda
Blosser (985-4281),or the Chester Courthouse (985-9822).

Thanks!

CSHA has received many donations and items on loan in the
last year or so.

Leah Arbaugh has donated a fireplace cover and hundreds of
copies from microfilm of old newspapers.
Allen Downie has loaned a summer and a winter Army
officer’s dress uniform from the Vietnam Conflict.
Maurietta Miller has loaned Roy Miller’s Air Force dress
uniform from WWII.
The Powell family donated a canning machine use for
vegetables and meats during the first half of the 1900’s
Walter Grueser donated boxes of historical books, including
many Civil War books.
Russell Eugene Smith’s family donated boxes of family
memorabilia and many books.
Donald VanMeter donated dozens of history books, many of
them related to the Civil War and other wars and an antique
cash register.
David Robinette donated an old school desk, a razor strap
and a butcher paper stand and cutter.
Pat Holter donated a table.
Mike and Sharon Roberts donated 2 large stenciled stone
jars in memory of Walter (Wallie) Grueser.
Korena K. Williams donated a huge group of genealogy notes
about many Meigs County families. Those are now in a 3 ring
binder and will soon be indexed.

mailto:kayefick@windstream.net
mailto:chestercourthouse@windstream.net
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Pork Loin Salmon Loaf
Company potatoes Green bean medley

Cole Slaw Pickled Beets
Assorted breads

Homemade Desserts
Coffee Iced tea Lemonade

Tickets available at Farmers Bank (Tuppers Plains & Pomeroy)
Baum Lumber & Summerfields Restaurant in Chester

CSHA members

If you have items to donate for the auction, please bring them to the dinner

or drop them off at the Chester Courthouse.

For many years the Modern Woodmen have matched the proceeds from the

Benefit Dinner, but this year they are unable to do so. Please plan to attend, bring

auction items and bid generously.

Contact 985-9822 or 985-4115

Sponsored by Chester Shade Historical Association
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2011 Calendar
Chester Shade Historical Association

CSHA meets the first Thursday of each month at 7:00 P.M. at the Chester Academy. Visitors are welcome.

Jan. 6 Monthly meeting 7:00 P.M.

Feb. 3 Monthly meeting 7:00 P.M.

March 3 Monthly meeting 7:00 P.M.

April 1
st

(Friday) Chester Courthouse Annual benefit dinner & auction
Place: Meigs High School Cafeteria; Time: 6:30 P.M. For tickets or to donate auction items
contact Pat Holter 740-992-7261 or Chester Courthouse 985-9822.

April 7 Monthly meeting 7:00P.M.

April 30 - Children’s May Day Tea Party, Maypole dance, craft, Time 1:00 P.M. Children must be accompanied by adult.
Reservations: Kaye Fick 740-985-4115.

May 5 Monthly meeting 7:00P.M.

May 5, 6, 7 -- Yard Sale at the Chester Courthouse

June 2 Monthly meeting 7:00 P.M.

July 7 Monthly meeting 7:00 P.M.

July 12-16--Tuesday- Saturday: Ohio Chautauqua, Chester, Meigs County, Ohio
A youth and adult workshops each day, and Living History presentation each evening.

Contact: frant@ohiohumanities.org or chestercourthouse@windstream.net
July 16 –Chester Shade Days Contact: Jerry Frederick @740-985-3495, or the courthouse @740- 985-9822

5:00 pm Ohio State Harmonica Contest Call: 993-2622 or www.chestercourthouse.com
8:30 pm Civil War Ball

Aug. 4 Monthly meeting 7:00 P.M.

Sept. 1 Monthly meeting 7:00 P.M.
Sept. 24-Genealogy Fair, Place: Chester Academy; Time 9:00-4:00; open to the public.

Oct. 6 Monthly meeting 7:00 P.M.
Oct. 12 - 2

nd
Wed. Chester Firemen & Chester Trustees Appreciation Dinner in Chester Academy

Nov. 3 Monthly meeting 7:00 P.M.
Nov. 28 Monday following Thanksgiving, Decorate Christmas tree

Dec. 1 Monthly meeting 7:00 P.M.
Dec. 3-Christmas open house, 2:00- 4:00 p.m. Enjoy an old-fashioned Christmas with friends.

Eastern Bell Choir Concert, director, Mrs. Chris Kuhn, Time: 2:00p.m.; refreshments to follow.

mailto:frant@ohiohumanities.org
mailto:chestercourthouse@windstream.net
http://www.chestercourthouse.com/


5

Ohio Chautauqua 2011: The Civil War

July 12-16, 2011 in Chester, Ohio.

Each year the Ohio Chautauqua Committees/Ohio Humanities Council chooses only five communities as hosts and this summer
Chester is one of those communities.
The Chester Shade Historical Association is very proud to be a host organization for this great event the week of July 12-16, 2011.

What is Ohio Chautauqua? It is an event that transports people to a specific time and place in history. The Ohio Humanities Council
sponsors and presents the Ohio Chautauqua each summer to give people that opportunity. This year the theme is the Civil War
(1861-1865).

The Ohio Humanities Council and the Ohio Historical Society are encouraging communities to hold events to commemorate the
Sesquicentennial of the Civil War (150 years since the Civil War began). This is by no means a celebration of the “Rebellion between
the North and the South”. The Ohio Historical Society wants to remind citizens of this terrible conflict so it will never be repeated.

The Civil War was the deadliest war in American history, taking more than 600,000 lives. Perhaps the greatest importance of the
Civil War is how it impacted the country’s future. It established Abraham Lincoln as one of the important figures in United States
and world history, and launched the American military tradition. The war kept this young country together through its toughest
time; by quashing notions of nullification and secession, the power of the national government was guaranteed. The service of
nearly 200,000 black soldiers–the majority of whom were former slaves—established a claim for citizenship rights that the nation
attempted to satisfy in the 13

th
, 14

th
and 15

th
Amendments to the U.S. Constitution. The Civil War redefined what America itself

meant.

Each day during the week, two daytime workshops will be offered. One workshop will be for children and one for adults. These

interactive programs and the discussions go beyond military struggle of the battles of the Civil War. The presenters will not be in

character for the workshops.

DAYTIME WORKSHOPS

DEBRA CONNER (Mary Edwards Walker)

Adult Workshop: “Please, Do You Have Any News?”

The chaos of war left family members uncertain about the fate of their loved ones. In this workshop, we’ll learn how

Americans dealt with these staggering losses.

Youth Workshop: Healthy Living, Civil War Style

What foods did people eat to stay healthy 150 years ago?

JAMES ARMSTEAD (Martin Delany)

Adult Workshop: Strategy and Planning for the Long Campaign
This program examines Civil War strategy generally and the Anaconda Plan specifically as the recipe for victory.

Youth Workshop: The Every Day Life of the Civil War Soldier
In this show-and-tell session, Dr. Armstead will demonstrate some of the gear used by the “private” soldier and discuss his

everyday living conditions while on campaign.
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RICHARD JOHNSON (Abraham Lincoln)

Adult Workshop: Your Favorite Lincoln Stories and Mine
Bring your favorite Lincoln stories and let’s swap stories for an hour. What stories do you recall from your childhood? What do

you think is important for us to remember about Lincoln?

Youth workshop: Dear Mr. President
Dr. Johnson tells the delightful and inspiring story of Grace Bedell, the 11 year old girl who convinced Abraham Lincoln to grow a

beard and encourages children to send a letter or a drawing to our current president. If a return address is provided, the letters will
be sent to the White House and the child will receive a reply, a nice memento of our Chautauqua experience.

IILEEN EVANS (Harriett Tubman)
Adult Workshop: The Port Royal Experiment: Rehearsal for Radical Reconstruction of the South. This workshop explores

different points of view during the Union Army occupation of Port Royal South Carolina from November 7, 1861 until the end of the

war. Participants will be given the opportunity to engage and experience the story of some of the soldiers, missionaries, teachers,

newly freed captives, nurses, cooks and spies through the eyes of Harriet Tubman.

Youth Workshop: African American Heritage: Stories, Games and Songs

This workshop will introduce some of the stories and games, music and songs, chants and rhymes that the folks may have heard

when they arrived at Port Royal South Carolina in the 1860s.

DIANNE MORAN (Mary Boykin Chesnut)

Adult Workshop: A Literary Look at the American Civil War
Join award-winning storyteller Dianne Moran as she brings the past to life by sharing celebrated literary works of the American

Civil War by authors such as Ambrose Bierce (born in Meigs County), William Faulkner, and Stephen Crane. Woven into the
program will be interesting facts about daily life during the war.

Youth Workshop: Civil War Diaries
In this program, you will hear city residents as well as rural folks describe every day life through their wartime journals. At the

conclusion of the program, Dianne Moran will share reproductions of Civil War items and two volunteers will be dressed in period
clothing, helping us better understand daily life during that time.

EVENING PRESENTATIONS
The Ohio Humanities Scholars’ presentations will give insight into the life and time of those who played an important part in our

history and culture.

During the evenings five diverse characters will provide unique perspectives on the Civil War era:

 Abraham Lincoln who worked to preserve the Union and abolish slavery as he led the country during the Civil War.

 Mary Edwards Walker was the war’s only female contract surgeon, a soldier who spent several months as a POW and an
author. She was awarded the Congressional Medal of Honor.

 Maj. Martin Delany devoted his life to seeking full freedom and citizenship for African Americans.

 Confederate Mary Boykin Chesnut kept detailed diaries throughout the Civil War. She was a Southern aristocrat who was
also an outspoken abolitionist.

 Harriet Tubman served as a nurse, cook, spy, and soldier who is remembered as “General Moses” who conducted the
slaves through the Underground Railroad..

This event offers an intimate, friendly atmosphere that encourages audience participation. Following each presentation the

audience is invited to ask questions about the historical character and to explore further more complex issues of the time, place, and

the person.

The actors’ portrayals of these historical individuals are very realistic. You won’t want to miss this!
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FUND RAISING TO BRING OHIO CHAUTAUQUA TO
CHESTER

Chester Shade Historical Association needs to raise $7500
to bring the Ohio Chautauqua to Chester. This fee helps pay
for a tent that seats 500 people (chairs provided), five
scholars who present the evening living histories, and the
daytime workshops offered by the scholars for children and
adults.

Few opportunities are available in our town and county to
offer history and culture education programs. Help us to
raise the $7500 for Ohio Chautauqua. Come to Chester
during the Ohio Chautauqua, you will not be disappointed.

Sponsors for School Programs are needed.
CSHA is working to raise $600 in order to offer

presentations to each High School and Middle School in the
county. Programs would cover several aspects of the Civil
War such as the Underground Railroad, Black Troops, Civil
War Cavalry, Life of POW’s, and Women in the Civil War.

Your monetary gift is tax deductible. Specify that you
want to sponsor school programs or the Ohio Chautauqua
and send your donation as soon as possible to Pat Holter,
Treasurer, 34425 Dairy Lane, Pomeroy, Oh 45769. A tax
deduction receipt will be sent to you.

Membership

Your CSHA membership is greatly appreciated. 2010
memberships expired on Dec. 31, 2010. If you were a past
member, we hope you will renew your membership. Your
support lets us know that you believe in the work that we do-
--preserving area history, culture, and arts and presenting a
variety of educational programs to our schools and to our
visitors.

If you receive a newsletter by mail, please look at the
mailing label. There is a note that indicates the last year of
paid membership.

If you have never been a member, please consider joining
our organization.

You will find a form to fill out elsewhere in this newsletter
to use to become a member or to renew your membership.

Yesteryear

The Yesteryear Program will begin at the end of March and
continue through much of April. The Chester Shade Historical
Association and the Retired Senior Volunteers Program co-op
this program. CSHA pays for the children’s materials and
transportation. This allows all fifth graders in Meigs County to
attend the workshops to learn skills such as leather tooling,
candle making, tin punch, quilting, embroidery, basket
making, primitive stitching, noodle and bread making. This
gives children an opportunity to learn some history and to
learn a skill. The students take their finished product home.

If you have a program you would like us to organize
contact us at the Chester Courthouse or call Mary Powell at
992-2622. We like to hear from our members and have them
to help guide the Chester Shade Historical Association in our
planning.

Oral Histories

History fades away if it isn’t passed on. If you have
interesting stories or know someone with interesting stories
about school days, family experiences, the community,
military service, Meigs County history call the Chester
Courthouse (740-985-9822) to make arrangements for an
interview. CSHA has the equipment to record these stories.

Also, if you know of an interesting local historical character
that you would like to portray, the school children enjoy
seeing history re-enacted. Some of the characters that we
have portrayed in the past are Aunt Rhodie Knight, who led
the the Union forces across Shade Creek when they were
chasing John Morgan’s men; Judge Osborn, on early judge in
Meigs County; Lish Waters a local eccentric who lived in log;
and Dorothea Steadman, wife of Levi Steadman who donated
the land for the Chester Courthouse.
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GENEALOGY NEWS

Volume V is finished!

It took almost 2 years but Volume V of Old Meigs County

Obituaries and Death Notices is finished. This is our biggest

volume yet. There are almost 4000 obituaries in this book.

Due to increases in all of our costs and the fact that there are

more pages in this book, we have increased the price to $41

per book + $4 S/H.

We still have a few copies of each of the first 4 volumes

printed and they are available for $37 + $3 S/H. Each volume

contains thousands of old obits from the Meigs County area.

The oldest ones are from the 1850’s and the latest ones are

from around 1980. Most of them are from the late 1800’s to

the early 1900’s. Since the obits were from old scrapbooks,

personal collections, microfilm, old newspapers, and online

transcriptions each book does not cover any specific time

period. Each book contains complete indexes for not only

the names of the deceased, but also most names that are

mentioned in the obit and also separate indexes for cemeteries

and ministers who officiated. To order send a check payable

to Chester-Shade Historical Association to:

Kaye Fick
38092 Green-Up Lane
Long Bottom, Ohio, 45743.

In addition to the volumes of old obituaries we have many
books of more recent obituaries. These are not for sale, but
are available for research. Each volume is in a three ring
binder and has been indexed. Some of these were donated
but most of them were gathered, cut, sorted, pasted and
indexed by volunteers.

Web Site

The indexes to two groups of our obit books are listed on our

website (www.chestercourthouse.com). The indexes to

volumes I-IV of Old Meigs County Obits and the Bedford-Lodi

Obits are under the tab GENEALOGY RESEARCH PAGE.

This is an easily searchable database. There are instructions

on the page for how to obtain copies of the obits. We also

plan to put the indexes to the other obits that we have in

binders on the web site as soon as possible.

In the last year we have had dozens of books donated that

have historical significance. Many of them deal with wars that

the US has been involved in.

Also the Catalog of Research Materials will soon be

available. This is a list of materials that are available to

researchers for use in the Genealogy Room. One of our

volunteers is working on updating this information now.

BECOME A VOLUNTEER

Do you have some time to spare? Have you considered

becoming a CSHA volunteer* but don’t know what might

be expected of you? Maybe it would help if you knew

some of the kinds of jobs volunteers can do. Just a few

of the jobs that we can always use help with are:

 Cut birth, death, divorce, marriage, anniversary,
reunion, biography, etc. items from old news-
papers

 Paste the cutout items on sheets, by category
 Index articles onto a form
 Help with children’s programs (tea party,

genealogy, class visits)
 Help prepare and serve meals a few times a year
 Help decorate the Courthouse and Academy for

various functions
 Help prepare a newsletter
 Donate baked goods or other food for meals
 Clean and maintain the buildings and grounds
 Make copies
 Make labels
 Punch and bind books
 Laminate materials
 Stamp and put security stickers on new

acquisitions
 Retype obits and other items that are hard to read
 Set up displays in the museum
 Do look-ups
 Research histories of Meigs County Schools and

Churches
 Type indexes into a software program (If you can

type, we can teach you the program.)
 Greet visitors
 Conduct interviews and record oral histories. (We

are losing our older people and their vast amount
of information very quickly.)

 Transcribe oral histories
 Catalog reference materials
 Catalog donations

We need a number of people to learn these varied jobs
in order to sustain the organization and to be able to
keep the Courthouse and Academy maintained and
open for future generations. If you are interested in
history, education, research, or meeting visitors who
come from across the country, we can use you! We will
train you. If you can spare just a day a week or a day a
month you will be a valuable asset to CSHA.

There is a form at the bottom of page 10 to fill in if you
would like to volunteer.

Or you can call Mary Powell (740-992-2262), CSHA
(740-985-9822, or Kaye Fick (740-985-4115).

*Our oldest volunteer is 90+ years old and we are proud
to have her.

http://www.chestercourthouse.com/


Bahr, Henry & Eileen
Buckley, Judy
Blakeslee, Charles
Blosser, Greer and Linda
Caldwell, Sarah
Circle, Patricia (2013)
Cowdery, Mary Grace
Crow, Judge Fred (2012)
Crow, Rick and Cathy
Cullums, Sara E. (2020)
Davis, Greg and Jan
Dean, Cynthia A
Downie, Allen
Dunfee, Diane
Fick, Dick and Kaye
Fick, Kristin, Kendra & Katlin
Fick, Olivia and Hayden

Geschke, Barbara
Gibson, Sally
Goeglein, Charles and Maxine
Grimes, Johnnie
Heilman, Virginia (2014)
Hannum , David & Wendy and family
Holter, Allen and Kaye
Holter, Ed and Jan
Holter, Roy and Pat
Jefferis, Franklin
Karr, Paul and Ruth
Kim, Robert
Mankin, Charles
Meager, Arnold
Merritt, Brenda (2015)
Morrison, George, Lois, & Rita
Munafo, Rick and Ann

Oliver, Roy and Sue
Osborne, Paul
Pierson, MerryAnne
Powell, Gerald & Mary
Quickel, Bill
Rogers, Thom and Betty
Schott, Dorothy J.
Smith, Cleo
Sorden, Bill and Susie
Spencer, Dayton and Sarah
VanMeter, Ina
Williams, Kay
Wolfe, Duane and Brenda
Wolfe, Howard and Jean

M

PLEASE PRINT

Name _______________________________________ S

Address _______________________________________

City ____________________________ State ______ Zip

Ph. No. ________________________________________

Student Name(s) ____________________ __________

No. of Persons: Individual (s) _____ Student(s) ______

Years paid (if paying more than 1 year) _____________ D

Donation $__________________ Total Amount $____

Donations specified for: General use____ Education____

(Mark one of the following and a member of the CSHA w
_____ I would like to volunteer
_____ I have stories to tell.

Mail to: Susie Sorden
493 Lincoln St.
Middleport, OH 456760

Thank you.

Arbaugh, Leah Hartung, E
Ballmer, Donna Hausser, G
Baskwell, Mary Hawley, G
Casto, Wilma Kneen, Ha
Crow, Carson Mowery, P
Ervin, Howard and Nancy Musser, Jo

Below is a list of paid members for 2011 and beyond. Numbers in () indicate memgers who have paid multiple years.
Life Members
dgar Schumaker, Connie
eorge Sinks, Deanna

eorge L. Smith, Jim
rold L. Swartz, Helen
amela Yost, Maxine
E

p

_

E

_

_

il

W

h

Membership
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MBERSHIP FORM

ouse Name (if a paid member) ______________________________

__________________

__________________

-mail ___________________________________________________

_________ ____________________

Life ______

ate paid ____________

_________________

Genealogy____ Kitchen____ Upkeep on buildings____ Other_____

l contact you)
_____ I have a family history or other items to donate to CSHA.
_____ I have an auction donation

e appreciate your support.

n
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Jerry Frederick, President
P.O. Box 5, Chester, OH 45720

Volunteer Form

Yes, I would like to volunteer!

Name_________________________ Phone________________________E-Mail______________

I can volunteer:

 One day a week _______

 One day a month ______

 Occasionally________

 As needed________

Preferred day: Monday________ Wednesday ________ Thursday________ Saturday________

We are open 6 hours a day, from 10 am to 4 pm.

Special Skills*: Filing________ Typing________ Word Processing MS Excel_______

*For most jobs you don’t need any special skills, just a willingness to learn. We will train you.

Mail to: Kaye Fick, 38092 Green-Up Lane, Long Bottom, OH 45743 or email: kayefick@windstream.net

mailto:kayefick@windstream.net

